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Your wrap-up of the week’s news from LVHN.

One Mission, One License

The Memorial Day weekend marked another milestone
in the evolution of Lehigh Valley Hospital–Schuylkill, a
move to a single license. That means LVH–Schuylkill is now
one hospital with two campuses. As of May 26, LVH–Schuylkill
is officially a 196-bed, full-service community hospital with two
campus locations. The campuses will maintain their current
names: LVH–Schuylkill S. Jackson Street and LVH–Schuylkill
E. Norwegian Street.
“This is a significant step for us as we move forward,” says
LVH–Schuylkill President Bill Reppy, who thanks colleagues
for months of advance preparation to make this a reality. “This
makes a lot of sense from a patient perspective as they continue
to adapt to our ongoing campus integration for facilities and
services.”
Early in the merger with LVHN, hospital and health network
leaders discussed the desire to pursue one license and the
advantages of doing so. The license consolidation streamlines

A Walking Passport

Get active this summer. Schuylkill County Vision’s “Healthy
Communities 2018” invites you to participate in many walking
activities scheduled over the summer. There are more than 60
scheduled walks and many others that you may do on your own.
Complete 20 events and you will receive a gift from local
businesses. Each completed passport will be entered into a
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clinical and administrative processes and can generate cost
savings associated with being one operation. Being one operation
means we will have one Joint Commission visit every three years
and that other surveys, inspections, data submissions and
operations will occur as one entity rather than two.
“From a patient standpoint, this license consolidation should
be seamless,” says Diane Boris, Vice President of Finance. “As
our campuses have been integrating – and we have moved acute
inpatient services to the east campus and continue to develop
the south campus – we have been operating more like a single
facility. This action makes it official.”
Phase two of campus integration is going full strength. Work
continues at LVH–Schuylkill S. Jackson Street where a new
Advanced Wound Center and inpatient senior behavioral health
unit are under construction on the third floor. Later this summer,
work will focus on a new Family Birth and Newborn Center on
the fourth floor of LVH–Schuylkill E. Norwegian Street.

grand prize drawing in early September. Details can be found at
schuylkillvision.com. Call 570-622-6097 if you have questions.
LVH–Schuylkill partners with Schuylkill County Vision in many
programs and events that help advance our mission to heal,
comfort and care.

Flip This Cafeteria

When leaders of what was Good Samaritan Hospital
(now LVH–Schuylkill E. Norwegian Street) decided to
modernize the cafeteria and add new furniture, they
had no clue how long the furniture would last. That
was in 1988.
After lunch service on Thursday, members of the
hospital maintenance crew removed the 30-year-old,
heavily worn furniture and replaced it with new, modern
tables and chairs. By the 4:30 p.m. dinner service, the
new furniture was in place and the café had a finished
look. Just six weeks ago, crews repainted the facility and
added some service line enhancements for colleagues,
patients and visitors. Reaction so far from colleagues has
been very favorable.

The Importance of CPR

More than 140 members of Blue Mountain High School’s
graduating class are taking more than their diplomas with them.
Last week, the students attended a special Senior Saturday snow
day make-up session where they learned CPR. The program was
sponsored by LVH–Schuylkill.
“For school to end on time and graduation day to remain on the
originally scheduled day, we had to add two Saturday sessions,” says
Kevin Berger, Blue Mountain High School Principal. “To do this, we
had to develop an educational plan and get enough staff and faculty to
oversee the students. It was a challenge that we successfully met.”
Berger, his staff and faculty volunteers joined Bob Selbi, Training
Center Coordinator at LVH–Schuylkill Emergency Medicine Institute,
Patrick Moran of Schuylkill EMS and other volunteer CPR instructors to
work with the students. “It was fantastic,” says Burger. “It’s a program
our students will take with them far beyond Blue Mountain High School.
If they are able to help one person with what they have learned, this
program will have made a difference.” Each student who successfully
completed the course will receive an adult CPR certificate of completion
tonight in their graduation envelope.
LVH–Schuylkill thanks all who participated in making this program a
reality and in particular, recognizes the CPR volunteer instructors who
worked with the students.
 Patrick Moran, Schuylkill EMS
 Robert Selbi, LVH–Schuylkill
 Kerry Dempsey, LVHN Emergency Medicine Institute
 Jessica Hertzog, LVH–Hazleton
 Kim Colvell, LVH–Hazleton Volunteer Instructor
 Jennifer Wagner, LVH–Schuylkill Volunteer Instructor
 Robert Lipsky, LVH–Schuylkill Volunteer Instructor
 Jean Lipsky, LVH–Schuylkill Volunteer Instructor
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Dispelling Rumors About Mergers
We recently wrapped up the latest round of Town Hall
meetings throughout the health network. This year, one
question was asked at almost every meeting. I would like to answer
that question and dispel some rumors so we can focus on what
really matters: Providing convenient access, an outstanding patient
experience, and quality care at a low cost. Value.
The question asked was this: Are LVHN and UPMC planning to
merge? Despite what the rumor mill may have told you, we are not
announcing a merger with UPMC or anyone else.
We did sign an agreement to participate in UPMC’s health
insurance network, like we did with Geisinger’s in certain markets.
We also continue to work closely with Highmark on Lehigh Valley
Flex Blue. All of this is part of our everyday operation. Instead
of working on new mergers, we’re strengthening LVHN in the
communities we serve as a result of previous mergers.
In Hazleton, we’re renovating the existing hospital and planning
a health care campus of the future. In Schuylkill County, we
continue to consolidate services in our two hospital campuses to

deliver care efficiently and meet the community’s needs. And we
recently announced the extension of our membership in the
MSK Cancer Alliance to LVH–Pocono, as well as the addition of
cardiothoracic surgeon Dr. Ray Singer to the Pocono team. These
moves advance the level of cancer and heart care available to the
people of Monroe County.
So, when you get questions about mergers from family and
friends, set the record straight. Right now, we’re focusing on giving
people access to the care they need by “just saying yes.” We’re
giving patients and families an exceptional experience when they’re
with us. And we’re keeping costs down and finding innovative ways
to provide health care value. That’s the LVHN DNA. And when we
all focus on it, we keep LVHN strong.
To everyone who attended a Town Hall, thank you. These
meetings give you an opportunity to share what you’re hearing,
and your feedback helps us set the record straight. Thank you for
all you do and for being “Amazing. Everyday.”

ABOUT ME: My name is Brian Nester, DO, MBA, FACOEP, and I am the President and Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN). I came to LVHN in 1998 as the Director of LVH–Muhlenberg’s
Emergency Department. Prior to becoming President and CEO in 2014, I served as the health network’s Chief
Strategy Officer. I am originally from Reading, and I’m proud to lead an organization that continually strives to
provide better health and better care at a better cost for the great people of our community.
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